PREFACE

THIS book has been written primarily for the use of University
students and of those interested in the reasoned study of the geo-
graphical features and the resources of South America, and of the
industries and general economic life of its various parts and peoples.
An effort has been made to describe the leading physical and climatic
conditions and to show how these have helped to mould the history
of the continent and to determine the directions in which material
development has taken place. Numerous popular works have
appeared dealing with South America as a whole or with the separate
countries, and a number of scientific books has been written in
English, French and German which give the results of detailed
investigations of the relieikttie structure, or the resources of one
part or another of the coifeient. Scarcely any attempts, however,
have hitherto been made to examine the whole continent systematic-
ally from the geographical standpoint.

With regard to the basis of subdivision for the purpose of detailed
treatment, there is a choice between that by countries and that by
geographical regions. From the purely economic standpoint there
is much to be said for the former, since political boundaries affect
the lines of modern communications and transport, and these together
with tariffs have a distinct bearing upon economic development in
different districts. On the other hand, there are weighty objections
against treatment by countries in South America: the areas occupied
by the various states are of very unequal size; international bound-
aries often cut across natural regions; and geographical and economic
features that require to be viewed as parts of a single setting are
consequently broken up among the various countries. On the whole,
natural conditions have appeared more important than political
factors, and freedom has accordingly been exercised in sub-dividing
the continent into separate regions, so as best to serve the double
purpose of securing fairly homogeneous physical areas and of
presenting outstanding resources and industries in as complete a
form as possible for the whole areas in which they are prominent.
It is hoped that readers will gain clear pictures not only of the
separate parts, but also of their relations to the rest of South America,
and, as regard certain of their industries, to the world at large.